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Re: WIE 0374-12 



Dear Mr. Wieber: 



I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information Act request dated August 23, 
2012, which was received on August 24, 2012. 

You requested, "any request for proposals, proposals submitted by vendors, contracts, 
budgets or cost allocations for the purchase and/or use of aerial drones, UAs, UAVs, and 
UASs (hereinafter 'drones')," and related records. 

We have checked with the University of Michigan's Procurement Services. Your request 
is denied because we do not have any responsive records; the University has not 
purchased drones. 

Please note that within 180 days from the date of this letter, you have the right to appeal 
the denial of information to the President of the University or seek judicial review in the 
circuit court to try to compel disclosure. If you elect to appeal and the President upholds 
the denial, you may still seek judicial review within the 180-day period. 

An appeal to the President must be submitted in writing to: President's Office, c/o Gary 
Krenz, The University of Michigan, 2080 Fleming Administration Building, 503 
Thompson Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1340. The statement must (1) identify the 
request and the final determination by the FOIA officer that is being appealed, (2) 
specifically state the word "appeal," and (3) identify the reason or reasons why the final 
determination should be reversed. 
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If you seek judicial review in the Michigan circuit court and prevail, you will be awarded 
reasonable attorney's fees, costs and disbursements incurred in maintaining the action. If 
you prevail in part, you may still be awarded complete or partial reimbursement for those 
expenses. In addition to actual and compensatory damages, you will be awarded punitive 
damages in the amount of $500 if the court finds that the University was arbitrary and 
capricious in its denial. 

A copy of Section 10 of the Michigan FOIA is attached for your information. 




Sincerely, 



Patricia J. Sellinger 

Freedom of Information Act Coordinator 



Enclosures 



Freedom of Information Act Right to Appeal 

15.240. Options by requesting person; appeal; orders; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; 

private view of public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal for hearing, trial, or 
argument; attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements; assessment of award; damages. 

Sec. 10. (1) If a public body makes a final determination to deny all or a portion of a request, the 
requesting person may do 1 of the following at his or her option: 

(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word "appeal" 
and identifies the reason or reasons for reversal of the denial. 

(b) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel the public body's disclosure of the public 
records within 180 days after a public body's final determination to deny a request. 

(2) Within 10 days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1) (a), the head of a public 
body shall do 1 of the following: 

(a) Reverse the disclosure denial. 

(b) Issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial. 

(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding 
the disclosure denial in part. 

(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the 
period during which the head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public 
body shall not issue more than 1 notice of extension for a particular written appeal. 

(3) A board or commission that is the head of the public body is not considered to have received a 
written appeal under subsection (2) until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or 
commission following submission of the written appeal under subsection (1) (a). If the head of the public 
body fails to respond to a written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body 
upholds all or a portion of the disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requesting 
person may seek judicial review of the nondisclosure by commencing an action in circuit court under 
subsection (1) (b). 

(4) In an action commenced under subsection (1) (b), a court that determines a public record is not 
exempt from disclosure shall order the public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a 
public record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of the public record. The circuit court for 
the county in which the complainant resides or has his or her principal place of business, or the circuit 
court for the county in which the public record or an office of the public body is located has venue over 
the action. The court shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on the public body to sustain 
its denial. The court, on its own motion, may view the public record in controversy in private before 
reaching a decision. Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court. 

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under this 
section shall be assigned for hearing and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and 
expedited in every way. 

(6) If a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public 
record prevails in an action commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attorneys' 
fees, costs, and disbursements. If the person or public body prevails in part, the court may, in its 
discretion, award all or an appropriate portion of reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements. 
The award shall be assessed against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7). 

(7) If the circuit court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has 
arbitrarily and capriciously violated this act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a 
pubic record, the court shall award, in addition to any actual or compensatory damages, punitive damages 
in the amount of $500.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy of a public record. 
The damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding 
public body that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its public 
function. 



History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;-Am 1978, Act 329, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1978 -Am 1996 Act 
553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997. 



